Activation of Bax by BH3 domains during apoptosis: the unfolding of a deadly plot.
The BH3-only proteins are intracellular death ligands that are critical for initiating apoptosis. Their mode of action is dependent upon the ability of their BH3 domain to interact with pro- and anti-apoptotic multi-domain members of the Bcl-2 family. Direct agonists of the pro-apoptotic multi-domain protein Bax, and other BH3-only proteins, induce Bax activation and apoptosis by independent, yet cooperative, pathways.